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CRITTENDEN COUNTY, KENTUCKY

DIVORCES
Reprinted from Vol XII, No. 2 (Spring 2005) from the Western Kentucky Journal with the permission of Brenda Joyce Jerome, CG, editor and publisher.
Divorces were filed in circuit court in Kentucky. The filing information and deposition are found in the circuit court order books and the details of the case are contained in case files, or bundles. Each case file or bundle is numbered. The number is needed when researching circuit court cases.

This is not a complete list of Crittenden County divorces; it is simply information extracted from case files when they were still located in the circuit court office at the courthouse in Marion. Some case files contain more information than others. As in many Kentucky counties, Crittenden County case files have now been removed to the Archives in Frankfort, KY. 

Ainsworth, J.S. vs Josie Ainsworth  #1350. Filed 14 Sep 1929. J.S. and Josie Ainsworth were married in Evansville, IN Aug 1908 and immediately returned to Crittenden County, where they lived together until 1912, when Josie abandoned the home. She has a farm in Hardin County, IL and has lived there until recently when she moved to Detroit, MI. They have four children: Selden J., Cleo Grace, Aline Maude and Lou Ella.  Josie replied that they married 4 Aug 1908 in Evansville and J.S. took her to his home to live. He has two daughters by a former wife. She states J.S. owns three farms in Crittenden County worth about $30,000 and also owns cattle, horses, etc. Agreement 29 Feb 1932: Josie released J.S. from all obligations of support for herself and all her claims to his property. He is to pay a sum of money and the suit for divorce is dismissed. Selden J. Ainsworth is now married, Aileen Maude is married and Cleo Grace is self supporting.

Belt, A.H. vs Ellen Belt #448. Filed 23 Jul 1885. A.H. and Ellen married in Hardin County, IL Apr 1885. Both lived in Crittenden County and only went to Hardin County to marry. They lived together until 14 Jul 1885, at which time Ellen abandoned him and eloped with another man. she lived with him until a few days ago.

Belt, Addie vs Finis Belt  #617.  Filed 31 Jan 1894. They married in 1890 and he left in 1892. Depositions given by B.M. Vinson and J.E. Fralick. Vinson, age 36 and of Caldwell County, says the Belts lived on his farm in Caldwell County. Fralick, age 41 and a farmer of Caldwell County, said he has known the plaintiff since she was a child. Addie Belt was awarded custody of infant child, Beulah Bell Belt, about age 3.

Belt, Benjamin vs Sarah T. Belt  #58.  Filed 15 Apr 1854. Benjamin Belt married Sarah T. Reed in 1826 and on 10 Apr 1853 she abandoned him and went to Tennessee. He has continued to live in Crittenden County. Depositions given by Isaac Sisco, William Saddler, Mrs. Delilia Cook, J.C. Elder and Thomas Riley. W. Wagar was appointed attorney for Sarah.

Brantley, Cassey vs William Brantley  #72. Filed 26 Mar 1856. Cassey’s maiden name was Grissom. They married 25 Jan 1855 and he abandoned her 28 Feb 1855. Deposition of A.H. Belt given 14 Jul 1856: He lived in Casey’s neighborhood and at the time of the marriage Cassey was age 60 and William was age 61. Depositions also given by Mrs. C.J. Mason and Orphrey Belt.  Divorce granted and Cassey’s maiden name restored to her.

Brewer, Edom vs Mary S. Brewer #11. Filed 20 Sep 1847. The couple married in Hopkins County, KY in 1839. She left him in 1844 and filed for divorce in Christian County circuit court. A divorce was granted there in Jul 1845. Her name was restored to Roberts 1 Mar 1847. Edom Brewer filed his complaint and wants all the rights and privileges of an unmarried man. 24 Nov 1847 Amendment: Edom discovered he was already restored to rights of an unmarried man and asks that his request be dismissed.

Brush, James vs Nancy J. Brush, #71.  Filed 20 Oct 1855. They married Jan 1850 in Caldwell County, KY. She left him in Sep 1854 and went to Union County, KY, but now lives in Crittenden County. Summons to couple marked “No inhabitants of this county.” 

Butler, K.M. vs B.P. Butler,  #617.  Filed 12 Jul 1899. The couple married 1 Oct 1878 Crittenden County. They have the following children: Henry, age 20; Phillip, age 18; John, age 14; Ida May, age 11; Edward, age 6; Nellie Jane, age 5 and Ada Crawford, age 3. The defendant lists his estate as 60 acres of land plus personal property. By agreement of the parties, action dismissed.

Cannon, Henry H. vs Frances E. Cannon,  #30.  Filed 17 Apr 1850. Henry H. Cannon and Frances E. Wilson were married 5 Apr 1849 Crittenden County. She abandoned him 28 Aug 1849 and went to live with her mother, Martha Wilson
. Depositions given by James Reeves 19 May 1851: In Sep 1849 he was at the house of Widow Wilson, defendant’s mother, who said she had left her husband and would not live with him again. He said sometime about Oct 1850 the defendant, Frances E., went to Missouri in company with her mother and others. John Loftin gave a deposition the same date. He stated he had frequently heard the defendant say she had left her husband and intended never to live with any more. The divorce was granted 1851. 

Champion, James W. vs Margaret S. Champion,  #123.  Filed 11 Jul 1865. The couple married in Crittenden County in Sep 1863, at which time he was in the Federal service as a soldier. Deposition of Emanual Barnes, age 20, given 28 Oct 1865. He stated the plaintiff, James W. Champion, enlisted in the 48th KY Regiment during the summer of 1863. The divorce was granted 14 Nov 1865.

Chandler, Mary vs Charles Chandler,  #103. Filed 2 Jul 1862. Mary stated she is about age 56 and she and Charles Chandler married about 40[?] years ago. She stated Charles has spent and destroyed everything that he and the whole family makes. In 1861, Charles took everything remaining which he had not spent and carried it off, leaving Mary with nothing. They have four sons and four daughters. Since Charles left, she went to live with a son, Thomas J. Chandler, who was of age and unmarried and was the owner of one tract of land containing about 139 acres. Mary continued to live with her son until 1 Oct 1861, at which time he enlisted as a volunteer in the U.S. Army and was mustered into the service and continued in the service until 4 Jun 1862, when he died. She stated that when her husband left home, he put Mary in possession of all his property and told her to take care of it and if he never returned, it was hers. In May 1862 her son came home very sick from the Army and lingered only a few days before his death. Before he died he called witnesses and verbally gave Mary all of his property, which was worth about $200-$250 and also the deed to his land. Mary said she is informed she can’t hold the land under the parole gift, but that Charles will take and hold it as first heir at law of their deceased son, who died unmarried and intestate. Mary states Charles is threatening to turn her out of the house and take all of her dead son’s property away from her. Mary also stated another son joined the U.S. Army and died in the service and that each of her four sons had due to them arrearages of pay and bounty money due them from the government, amounting, she believes, to more than $300, which she believes will go directly to Charles. Mary stated Charles had already commenced to take away the personal property given to her by her son and that he has taken a gun and threatened to take everything else. She states she is living with her youngest son, who is able to do some work and has a good crop growing upon the farm and Charles has threatened to take that too. Mary asks for a judgment against Charles for $400 alimony and some land free from the control of Charles.

Conger, Ira T. vs Jensie Conger,  #178. Filed 6 Nov 1872. They married 4 Feb 1868 in Putnam County, TN and came to Crittenden County  that same year. They lived together until 15 Jan 1870 and just before the separation he learned she was still married to Henry Jackson, from whom she had never been divorced. A copy of the marriage bond for Henry Jackson and Jennie Darnell dated 6 Jan 1863 Smith County, TN is enclosed. No marriage return was found, according to the Smith County, TN court clerk.

Curtis, W.L. vs Lizzie Curtis,  #617. Filed 26 Oct 1899. The couple separated more than five years ago in this county. James Burton, age 33 and who lives near Repton, stated in a deposition 30 Mar 1901 that he had known the couple 12 years. The defendant went to Webster County. Deposition also given by J.O Burton, age 31.

Doahnam, Mary J. vs Jerome G. Doahnam,  #103. Filed 27 Apr 1858. The couple married 7 Feb 1851
 in Caldwell County, KY and lived together until Dec 1857, when he was arrested on a charge of felony and by court of Inquiry was held to bale [sic] to appear before Equity and Criminal Court at Apr term. He executed bond and the next day left for parts unknown. She has three children and believes he went to Ohio. 

Duncan, Amariler vs Johnathan Duncan,  #178. Filed 27 Apr 1871. They married 6 Mar 1870 and she left him the last day of May 1870. Her maiden name was Stanley. He is a non-resident of Kentucky. Dr. W.S. Cain gave a deposition that he has known Johnathan Duncan since 1865-66 and had treated him for a “loathsome disease.” Divorce granted.

Farley, Gatesfield vs Susan Farley,  #136. Filed 23 Apr 1867. The couple married 10 Dec 1863 in Crittenden County and separated Nov 1865, when she left him. Deposition of Wm. H. Taber given 4 Oct 1867. He stated Gatesfield Farley is his step-father and father-in-law and Susan Farley is his mother. Sarah Jane Taber, who is age 21, stated that Gatesfield Farley is her father and Susan is her stepmother and mother-in-law. She stated Susan and Gatesfield married at the home of Paul L.H. Walker. Divorced granted 22 Nov 1867.

Farley, Susan vs Gatesfield Farley,  #124. Filed 17 Feb 1865. They married in Dec 1863 and lived together until 10 Jan 1864, when he abandoned her and they have lived separately ever since. No action taken except they were summoned to May court.

Fox, Elizabeth vs Pleasant Fox,  #47. Filed 1851. They married about 8 years ago last spring in Livingston County, KY. Elizabeth stated that after the marriage, Pleasant became “exceedingly intemperate.” A few weeks ago he abandoned her and since then has lived in open adultry with someone else. Pleasant Fox stated on 15 Dec 1851 that the allegations were false. He has three sons by a former wife. He states he is not living in adultry, but understands Elizabeth has another man already picked out. Parties were in court 2 Jul 1852 and case was dismissed. 

Gahagan, Martin vs M.T. Gahagan,  #497. Filed 5 Jun 1889. Martin Gahagan stated he and Margaret T. were married in 1868 in Crittenden County and lived together from the time of their marriage until sometime in July 1887, when she abandoned him and took a room in his house for herself. He said she would seldom speak to her and when she did, it was in an unkind and angry manner. She kept her room locked up every night and part of the time would lock the door when in her room during the day. Margaret T. states they were married 4 Mar 1868 and denies she abandonded him. She claims for her own safety she kept her door locked and her windows fastened down during the night time and at times during the day. She said he took a room upstairs. Also, she said substances could be dropped into the fireplace of his room and some sort of explosive matter was dropped down the chimney into her fireplace and would send out into her rooom offensive odors which stifled and did rend hard her breathing. Also, she reported that this happened one time when she was in her room with her children and it was with great difficulty that she resuscitated and saved the life of one of her children. At this same time she became feeble in health and was afflicted with poison in some way. An agreement between Martin and Margaret T. was reached. Martin transferred 200 acres of land on the Ohio River (known as the homestead of Gahagan) to Margaret and bought land from L.H. James, Margaret’s trustee for $2000 and executed his notes for same. Margaret also received half of the household and kitchen furniture and other items and the control and care of her three children, Fannie B., Robert L. and Rosa A. Gahagan. Margaret relinquished right of dower in Martin’s property. Divorce granted.

Grissom, Venie vs Charles Grissom,  #352. Filed 21 May 1879. The couple married in Crittenden County 15 Dec 1874 and he left her 1 Mar 1878. Depositions given by William Harners, age 30 and a farmer, and Lank Grissom, age 40 and a farmer. Both depositions given 23 May 1879. Divorce granted 4 Jun 1879.

Hall, Malvina F. vs David T. Hall,  #150. Filed 31 Mar 1865. They married 7 Mar 1858. The defendant, David T. Hall, left in 1863 and absconded from Livingston County to Pope or Massac County, IL with another woman. Malvina F. requests that her name be changed to Malvina F. Wheeler.

Jones, William Ann vs Samuel Jones,  #102.  Filed 8 Jun 1859. They married 15 Jan 1856 in Crittenden County and lived together until 3 Aug 1857, when he abandoned her and went to parts unknown. She has been a resident of this state for the last 20 years. Samuel Jones was ordered to appear at the Oct term of court, but officials were unable to locate him. S. Berry gave a deposition at his store room in Salem on 30 Oct 1860. He stated he has known William Ann 10 years and Samuel two years. W.B. Greer gave a deposition on the same date and said he has known William Ann for 20 years. Divorce granted 9 Nov 1860.

Lucas, E.M. vs A.L. Lucas,  #727.  Filed 14 Jul 1909. The couple married 20 Nov 1887. They have four children: Lawrence, age 18; George, age 11 and John, age 5. Their oldest child (unnamed) is married. Deposition given by T.J. Manley, age 22 and a farmer, son-in-law of E.M. and A.L. Lucas, having married their daughter, Alva May. He lives six miles from the Lucas farm. Divorce granted 2 Nov 1909.

Martin, Zarilda N. vs John D. Martin,  #104.  Filed Nov term 1861. The couple married Nov 1859 in Crittenden County and lived together until Apr 1861. Zarilda N. asks to have her maiden name of Zarilda N. Asher restored to her. John D. Martin denies charges of the plaintiff and also asks for a divorce. Deposition of Sarah Ann Asher 7 May 1862: “They lived at our house for some 13-14 months after they was married” and thinks the defendant lives with his father in Caldwell County. Thomas Asher, father of Zarilda, states the plaintiff and defendant lived at his house after their marriage and until two months before they separated. Divorce granted 14 Nov 1863.

Myers, Amanda E. vs William B. Myers,  #142. Filed 19 Feb 1868. They married at her father’s residence in Crittenden County on 9 Nov 1864. The defendant went to Missouri 17 Oct 1865 and she has not seen or heard from him since that time. Amanda had a child, William Thomas, born in Jan 1866, two or three months after William B. left.  Amanda requests that her maiden name be returned. Richard Williams, 45 year old father of Amanda, gave a deposition 25 Apr 1868. L.H. Fritts, age 30, and F.M. Conditt, age 45, also gave depositions.

Oakley, Mary C. vs John Oakley,  #356. Filed 22 Apr 1880. The couple married in Crittenden County in Aug 1878 and lived together two months. In Oct 1878, he abandoned her and “run off to Illinois” and has resided there ever since. He made no provision for Mary C. She wants her maiden name of Mary C. Davis returned to her. T.A. Kemp gave a deposition 21 Apr 1880 and stated Mary C. is his step daughter, she is temporarily absent from the state, and that John Oakley lives in Clay County, IL, post office Iola. Kemp gave another deposition 23 Oct 1880 and stated he is age 56, a farmer and has known both parties about three years. Decree of divorce located in circuit court order book L, p. 169, Dec 1880.

Oliver, Frances Lidia vs James T. Oliver,  #102. Filed 12 Jul 1859. They married 20 Oct 1857 in Tennessee. He left her about 9 May 1858 and went to “parts unknown.” She has been a resident of Crittenden County for more than two years and the abandonment took place in this county. William Flanary gave a deposition 15 Oct 1859 and stated he has known both parties since Dec 1856. About a year ago he saw a letter to the plaintiff from the defendant from Tennessee. About May 1858, the defendant was charged with stealing a watch and a horse. After that happened, the defendant left. Flanary went to Tennessee looking for the horse. Terrell Davis gave a deposition and said the parties married Oct 1856. Divorce granted 8 Nov 1860.

Pickering, Josephine vs Gordon F. Pickering,  #356. Filed 21 Mar 1881. The couple married in Crittenden County 28 Aug 1879 and lived together until Oct 1880. He abandoned her without provisions and she lives with her mother. Josephine requests that her former name of Josephine Wright be returned to her. Giving depositions were Eliza Mills, age 48, Mrs. Mary Charles and Julia Charles. 

Prowell, M.E. vs James Prowell,  #436.  Filed 15 Nov 1881. They married 12 Nov 1876 in Crittenden County and separated 10 Nov 1881. They have one child, Joseph Andrew Prowell, age 14 months. 

Roberts, John H. vs Louisa A. Roberts,  #353.  Filed 22 Apr 1879. They married 1 Mar 1866 in Crittenden County and have two children, Harvey Roberts, age 11, and George Franklin Roberts, age 4 last Aug. She left him in Apr 1878. Depositions given 10 May 1879 by J.R. Linch, age 38; W.S. Clark, age 49; Jesse F. Paris, age 43 and L.B. Hunt, age 46. Divorced granted Jun 1879.

Salyer, John M. vs Mary A. Salyer,  #52. The couple married 28 Jul 1852 in Crittenden County. Mary Ann left John M. on 12 Oct 1852. Depositions given by Nancy A. Coombs, William H. Yeakey and John Salyer 21 Nov 1853.

Shade, Bessie vs Clarence Shade,  #727. They married 25 Dec 1905 and lived together until Jul 1908, when Bessie states she was forced to leave due to poor treatment. She requests that her maiden name of Bessie Runyon be restored. Deposition given by Owen Fox, age 25, on 12 Mar 1910. He stated he thought the couple married Providence, KY. I.O. Chandler, age 23, stated in his deposition that the couple married in Dixon, Webster County, KY on Christmas Day 1905. He said the plaintiff now resides with him and the defendant is a coal miner earning good wages when he works. Divorce granted 28 Nov 1910.

Smith, Mariah Henry vs Thomas Smith,  #144. Filed 9 Jan 1868. Mariah Henry Smith stated they married in Crittenden County 26 May 1852. She said Thomas has been cruel and inhumane and has a bad temper. There are six children of this marriage: Thomas Alexander, age 12; Margaret Elizabeth, about age 10; William Beverly, age 8; Bedford Forrest, age 6; Erman [Emma?] Lee, age 4 and Sally Ann, age 15 months. Mariah stated she left 22 Dec 1867 and went to her father’s. Thomas Smith owns a farm on the Cumberland River above Dycusburg.

Steele, Anna B. vs J.S. Steele,  #727. The couple married in Shawneetown, IL 2 Oct 1909 and returned to Crittenden County the same day. They lived together until 16 Jun 1910, when she stated she was forced to leave because of bad treatment. She returned to her father’s home. When she left J.S., he was living in the house of and with his mother. Couple settled their differences, defendant paid costs, and case dismissed.

Taylor, Francis vs John Taylor,  #51. Filed 18 Nov 1851. The couple married in Tennessee. He left her about five years ago. Francis has been a resident of Crittenden County more than 12 months.

Thurmond, Rebecca vs Philip Thurmond. [This information is from loose county court papers in the county clerk’s office] Filed 9 Apr 1855. Summons from J.W. McCollum, Justice of the peace, to Philip Thurmond: “You are ... commanded that the body of Pernecia Henrie Thurmond, female child aged about 14 months, detained in your custody ... before me Wed. 11 Apr. 1855 at 10 o’clock ...” Philip Thurmond’s response: “Said child ... is not in my custody nor is it detained by me and if it was, I would have a right so to do I being the father of sd. child ...” [See also circuit court file #60]

Turley, S.B. vs L.E. Turley,  #755. Filed 16 Jan 1914. S.B. Turley states they married 1888 in Crittenden County and lived together until Apr 1912, when he left. The deposition of I.E. Stembridge on 12 Jan 1914, age 21, child of S.B. and L.E. Turley, states that her father left her mother and went to Mr. Joe Wynn’s in Caldwell County, then to Missouri and then back to Kentucky. H.M. Stembridge, age 23 and a farmer, states he lives within 1 mile of the Turleys and married their daughter 26 Feb 1912. Divorced granted.

Warner, Clara T. vs W.R. Warner,  #436. Filed 17 Jul 1885. The couple married in Crittenden County on 6 Oct 1880. Her maiden name was Threlkeld. The defendant went to Illinois. Deposition given by B.W. Foster, age 68, resident of Hurricane. He stated the couple lived at his house part of the time and part of the time at Metropolis, IL. Foster Threlkeld, age 28, and Mrs. Susan Threlkeld, age 59, also gave depositions. Divorce granted Dec 1885.

Weber, Charles vs Caroline E. Weber,  #136. Filed 3 Sep 1866. The couple married in Michigan in 1864. Caroline, the plaintiff, left 15 Feb 1865. She has left the county and is living in Michigan. Divorce granted 18 May 1867.

White, Elizabeth vs W.W. White,  #30. Filed 16 May 1849. The couple married 22 Feb 1845. She left him in 1848 to seek asylum among her friends. He left and now lives in Illinois and is married - or professes to be married - to another woman. On 28 May 1849, Aaron Corn
 stated W.W. White is a non-resident and has been in Illinois since March last. John H. Bruff, on 4 Jun 1850, stated Wm. White is a non-resident and was arrested on a charge of bigamy while here on a temporary visit. He escaped from custody and fled to “parts unknown.” Elizabeth Jane Preston, who is of lawful age, stated W.W. White treated Elizabeth very badly. Divorce granted 5 Dec 1850.

Young, Andrew J. vs Belle Young,  #617. Filed 2 Oct 1897. The couple married 28 Feb 1896 in Kentucky and lived together until 27 Aug 1897, when the defendant left. A summons to appear was issued 20 Oct 1897, but the defendant was not found in Crittenden County. Thos. S. Wilson, age 33 and a farmer, stated on 3 Mar 1898 that he had known the plaintiff since childhood. He lived about 1 1/2 miles from them when they were living together. Andrew J. and Belle lived together until she left and went back to Union County, where she had come from. Harvey Hughes, age 23 and a farmer, gave a deposition in which he stated he had known the plaintiff all his life. Divorced granted Mar 1900.


 Brenda Joyce Jerome. Crittenden County, KY Marriage Records Vol. 1 1842-1865 and Abstracts of Wills Book 1  1842-1924 (Evansville, IN: Evansville Bindery), p. 31. Aaron Corn Sr married Elizabeth White 12 Dec 1850. The bride was divorced from W.W. White.
� Martha Brown Wilson was the widow of Rev. Claibourn Wilson (died 1849), who was a son of John E. Wilson. Both Claibourn and John E. Wilson are buried at Crooked Creek Cemetery. 


� No marriage for this couple found in Caldwell County, KY.









